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fidering the particular Structure of that Subftance, as 
defcrib’d by the late Learned Dr. Hooky in his Micro - 
graphia. 


VII. A Lettrr from Mr. Edward Naifh, Surgeon 
m York, to Claudius Amy and, Efq' y Serjeant « 
'urgeon to his M ajejly, ancl F. R. S. Concern¬ 
ing an Ojfifcation of the Crural Artery. 

Tork , Sept. n. 1721. 

M R. Confetty of Cleveland in Torkjhire , a Gentle¬ 
man of Sixty feven Years of Age, who all his 
Lite before had enjoy’d a perfect good State of 
Health, lent for me on account of a Mortification, 
which began ab.'ut a Month before on one of his 
Toes, and by gradual Advances in that Time had 
reach’d half way his Leg ; and this without any mani- 
feft Caufe. This u ? a$ the State I found him in ; viz,. 
a perfedt Mortification, or Spbacelm of his Foot, and 
half his Leg. In fuch a Cafe, what was to be done ? 
The Gentleman law himfelf dying daily by Piece¬ 
meal ; but Heart-whole, as he exprefs’d it, and had a 
pretty good Pulfe. I propofed Amputation, as the 
only Remedy, which (I told him) would give him 
fome Chance for his Life ; tho’ the Odds was again# 
him. This he readily confented to ; and, as foon as I 
could get my Dreflings ready, I went about the Opera¬ 
tion ; afhfled by Mr. Mitford , a Surgeon of Northal¬ 
lerton, and Mr. Moon of Stockton , who before had at¬ 
tended the Gentleman. 
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The Leg being taken off at the ufual Place, (which 
was four Inches above the Mortification) about two 
or three Ounces of Blood ifliied out from the Muf- 
cular Part ; but upon flackening the Turniket, in or¬ 
der to look for, and tye the Artery, not one Drop of 
Blood flow’d out ; to my no fmall Surprize. And up¬ 
on feeling the Extremity of the Artery, I found it 
hard and callous ; however, I fecur’d it by a Liga¬ 
ture, as ufual, and drefs’d the Stump. The Patient 
(who had born the Operation with the greateft Refo- 
lution) being put to Bed, I was defirous to examine 
the Leg ; and having differed the Artery, with its 
two confiderable Branches as far as the Tarfus, I found 
them for the moll part olfified ; that is to fay, the 
Trunk, where it was amputated, was oflified about 
two thirds of its Circumference. About a Quarter 
of an Inch lower, the whole was bony, leaving fo 
fmall an Orifice, that it would only admit of a Hog’s 
Briftle ; not a very fine Probe, that I endeavour’d 
to introduce. A little lower, it was on one fide 
bony, on t’ other membranous ; then again an entire 
Cafe of Bone. Here and there, For the Breadth of a 
Barly-Corn, there would be no Bone at all. I open’d 
about two Inches of the internal Branch immediately 
above the Malleolus, it appearing blacker than the reft. 
After it had been wafli’d, I found in it about two 
or three Drops of coagulated Blood ; and now ’tis ex¬ 
panded and dry’d, ’tis one entire Lamina of Bone, as 
thick as the Shell of a Pigeon’s Egg, and of an un¬ 
equal Surface. I difie<fted three Ramifications of this 
internal Branch into the Foot; only one of them had 
a very fmall Bit of Bone in it, about half an Inch 
from the Trunk. The other great Branch, that runs 
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©n the Ligament that ties the Fociles together, was 
not fo much oflified as that which I have de¬ 
ferred. 

This Oflification (which is the compleateft of any 
I have yet heard of) was, no doubt, the Caufe of 
the Mortification, and of the Death of my Patient, 
which follow’d four Days after the Amputation, as 
Mr. Mitford inform’d me, being oblig’d to leave him 
the next Morning ; though I fiiould have been curious,, 
had I been prefent, to have feen how high the Oili- 
fication reach’d. 

I muft obferve to you, That this bony Shell, or 
Lamina, was contain’d within the Tunicles, or Coats 
of the Artery. I don’t doubt, but thefe Gales are 
more common than we imagine. For when we fee 
Mortifications feize the Extremities of Aged People,, 
which we commonly attribute to a Decay of Na¬ 
ture, or an Extin&ion of the Vital Warmth ; this, I 
believe, is often the Caufe. And I am the more in¬ 
clin’d to think fo, from two or three parallel Cafes 
I have been concern’d in, fince I came into York- 
/hire. 


1 am, &c. 


Edward Naijh , 


VIII. An 



